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NATURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS
IN THE GOLDEN HORDE (XIV-XV CENTURIES):
INEVITABILITY OR PROGRAMMED PROCESS

ABSTACT: The report examines natural and environmental factors in the history of the Golden Horde. Author
emphasized the major changes have taken place in the ecology of the Lower Volga Region in the period of XIV-XV
centuries. The climatic conditions of the region: uneven rainfalls , the existence of various ecological zones, fragile
natural homeostasis of steppes should be taken into account. All these factors are offset by large recreational op-
portunities of the steppe biome. Therefore, formation of Ulus Jochi could happen only in the period of a favorable
climate and low levels of the Caspian Sea.. The Tatar Lower Volga city due to broad support of the Golden Horde
rulers and the presence of woodland near the ponds quickly became powerful and to the beginning of the XIV cen-
tury extended its influence on a nearby city The situation began to change dramatically, when a water level of the



Caspian Sea had raised. The influx of immigrants to the Golden city from the regions with different climatic zones
and the massive growth of domestic ungulates had a negative impact on the developing conditions. As result in the
middle of the XIV century, environmental situation was so acute that the very existence of the Golden Horde as a
political entity had been put in question. The outbreak of a multi-year drought was one of the reasons for the large-
scale famine among the Tatar population. However, one of the main consequences of these changes was the plague.
Studies, which were located near the Caspian Sea, have shown that natural focus of the plague became a point of
the report of the European pandemic “Black Death.” A pulmonary nature of the disease was stressed. The major
role was played by the Lower Volga inhabitance and the influx of a large mass of migratory rodents.

Bo Bropoii nonosune XIII B. xanam u3 poga JKy4n ynanoch ciiiol 00beJUHATH OOLIMPHBIE TEPPU-
TOpPHUH 3aIaJHO-eBPa3uHCKNUX creneil. HecMoTpst Ha BCIO M3HAYAIBHO LEHTPATU3YIOUIYI0 MOIIb BIACTH
OPJBIHCKUX XaHOB, MPOIECC OOBEIUHEHUS B SIUHYIO TOCYJapCTBEHHYIO CHCTEMY BCEX 3eMeNb Yiryca
JLxyun 3ansn nopsaaka 20-tu neT, T.e. 10 mpasiaeHus xana Menry-Tumypa. OqHON U3 caMbIX Ba)XKHBIX
NPUYHH, OOBSICHSBIINX JJTUTEIBHOCTh ATOTO TPOLECCca, N0 MHEHHIO YUEHBIX, CUMTACTCS HECTAOMIIb-
HOCTb IPUPOAHO-KINMaTHYECKUX ycnoBuil. McenenoBarenu 30510Toit Op/ibl IPUIILTN K BEIBOY, YTO 3€M-
mu Jlemt-u-Keimgak, pacnosokeHHble B onoce Mexay 48-M° u 52-M° ceBepHOIl HIMPOTHI, TOCTOSHHO
moJIBep:KeHBI Tiepenanam temmeparyp [Kymemun, 2004, C. 129, 140, 142]. Kpome TOrO0, OTHON U3 CAMBIX
OOJIBIIMX TTPOOJIEM JIJISI KBITYAKCKUX CTETEH SBISUIOCH HEYyCTOHUMBOE BhInaaenue Biard. [Ipumepro 80%
HEPaBHOMEPHO BBINA/IABIINX OCAJKOB MPUXOJUTCS HA JIETHHE MECSIbI, IIOCIE Yero MOXKET HAaCTYyIHUTh
JIOCTaTOYHO JUIUTENbHBIN 3aCyIUIUBbINA IEPUO/IL.

Bce T IpupoHO-KIIMMAaTHYECKUE 0COOEHHOCTH CIIOCOOCTBOBAIM (POPMUPOBAHUIO YHHKAIHLHOTO
MaJIOIPEBECHOIO JlaHamadTa 1, Kak CIeICTBUE, — CIeU(UISCKOT0 Ce30HHOT0 3emiieaeius. Ero yHk-
[IMOHMPOBaHUE OBLIO BO3MOXHBIM TOJIBKO B Y3KO Mo0ce 3eMi, pacTsHyBIeiics ot ropona Keizsut (by-
psatusi) no Cekenidexeppapa (Benrpus). D1oT pation (Bonvuas kiumamuueckas ocy Eepaszuu), Ciry»Xui
BETPOpa3/IeiioM, pa3eissBIINM OoJiee Oceiible palOHbI C YMEPEHHBIM KIIMMAaTOM Ha CEBEpEe U KOYEBHIC
palioHsbI ¢ 0olee KOHTHHEHTAIBHBIM KinMaToM Ha tore [Kymemun, 2004, C. 136]. IIpu aTom cienyer oT-
METHTB FOpa3ao OOJIBIIYIO 3aBHCUMOCTD FOJKHBIX PAHOHOB OT KIMMAaTHYECKUX U3MEHEHHN M JOCTYITHBIX
BOJIHBIX pecypcos [MBaHoB u np., 1997, C. 33-35].

Erte omHoii crierugpuueckoil 4epToil MECTHBIX HMPUPOJAHO-KIMMATHYECKUX YCIOBUH OBUIO 3HAUH-
TeJIbHOE BIMSIHUE KoseOaHusi ypoBHs Kacnuiickoro Mopsi Ha U3MEHEHHs B KPYITHOMACIITAOHbIX JIaH]I-
madTHBIX MEPecTporKax moiM nonuH pek Bonru, AxtyOwl, Ypana, Kymbl, creneil u momxymycThIHb
Cesepo-Bocrounoro u 3anagnoro [Ipukacnus [bamroxosa, 2010, C. 37, 75, 103]. Bnusaue Tpancrpec-
cuu Kacnmiickoro Mops ogauM u3 nepBeix otMetwi JI.H. I'ymunes. CoriacHO ero KOHIENIIUK PUTMOB
YBIQXKHEHHOCTH CTEMH, BBEIECHUE CEIHCKOTO XO3SHCTBAX B HU30BBSIX Boiru HampsiMylo 3aBHCENO OT
cnocobHocTH Kacnmiickoro u ApaibcKoro Mopei o0ecrednTb HUPKYIsnio B arMmocdepe iaru [['ymu-
ner JILH., 1993]. D10 B cBOO 0uepe/ib, HAPSMYIO BIHSIIO HA KOPMOBYIO IIEHHOCTh COCTOSIHUS JIaHAmag-
TOB PETHOHA, YPOBEHB TOATOTUICHUsI HanboJiee MI00POAHBIX HU3HHHBIX 3eMEJb U 3aCOJICHUE MECTHBIX
rpyHTOBBIX Box [ApTioxuH, 2010, C. 316].

Kak moxazanu moyBoBequeckue uccienaoBanus B Kammpikun, nonmxenue ypoBHs Kacnust Ha 1 M
BBI3BIBACT HACTYIUICHHE MeCOYHBIX Macc Ha muiommanu 500-1000 M?, HICTOYHUKOM M3MEHEHUH SIBISICTCS
coJiHeuHast akTUBHOCTH [Onicydnes u jip., 1965, C. 24, 69, 123]. BuauMbIM pe3yJIbTaTOM 3THX IPOIIECCOB
CTaHJIBHJIOCH 3aCOJICHUE MOYB U YXYy/ALICHUE KOPMOBOM 0a3bl (hayHbl.

YeTaHOBHBIIMICS XPYIKUIA TPUPOJHBIA TOMEOCTa3 CTENH B JII000H MOMEHT MOT OBbITh paspyiieH. He-
KOHTPOJIUPYEMBI POCT YUCICHHOCTH KOTIBITHBIX KHBOTHBIX, JJayKe HECMOTPs Ha OOJIbIIINE peKpealioHHbIe
BO3MOKHOCTH CTEITHOTO OMOMA 110 BOCCTAHOBJICHUIO MCXOAHOM (hOpPMBI, IPHBOAWIT K HEOOPaTHMBIM MOCIIEI-
cTBHSIM. MIMEHHO 3Ta XapakTepHas YepTa U SBISUIACH IS CTCITHOW IIUBIIIM3ANNHN 30710T0i OpIibl TOM 3KOJI0-
THYECKOH «aXUIIecos0U nsimot, KoTopasi MoIvia IPUBECTH K ee rubenu [MBaHoB u np., 1997, C. 76, 134].

Erme oxnoit cnaboit ueproii sxonorun Yimyca JKydn MOXKHO IPU3HATH, PACIIONOKEHHUE PSIJIOM C T10-
CEJICHUSIMU JTIIO/IeH aKTUBHBIX MPUPOIHBIX 04aroB yyMbl. O CyIIIeCTBOBAHNY MOCIEIHUX B JenbTe p. Boi-
ru u JloHa, B cpe/lHeM TeueHuu p. Ypana, 3anagHoit Cubupu, 3anaaHo-KacuicKoi obmacTu 1 3aKaBKa-
3b€ CBHJICTEIbCTBYIOT JIAHHBIC CUCTEMATHYECKUX MCCIEIOBAHUI OTEUYECTBEHHBIX YueHHbIX [Oncydnes
u 11p., 1965, C. 230]. Ilpu stom, o muenuto akagemuka E.H. [1aBinoBckoro, 0CHOBHBIMH pacrpocTpaHH-



TEJISIMU YyMBI ObUTH MIPU3HAHBI PACIIPOCTPAHEHHBIE B 3THX pailoHaX MUTPUPYIOLINE IPHI3YHbI (CYCINKH,
CYPKH, IECYaHKH U JIyTOBbIe COOAUYKH), IMEBIINE HHTCHCUBHBIC KOHTAKTHI C UEIOBEKOM. TakuM oOpaszom,
CTaOMIBHOCTB dNHUIeMHUYecKoil cutyauun B HixaeMm [loBomKbe onpenensuimch CTeneHbl0 aKTUBHOCTH
XO3SCTBEHHOH JCSATEIBHOCTH YEI0BEeKa, CKOPOCThIO U3MEHEHUSI KIIMMaTa U TpaHcrpeccueit yposus Ka-
criuiickoro mops [ITaBnoBckuii, 1964, C. 158—-160].

Eme omaum crienuduyeckuM paxTopoM pa3BuThsa Yiayca JKyduu ObUTo cO3AaHUE HOBBIX TOPOJIOB
B cTenu. Ecium cnenoBars THIonorusanny ropogos no bpoxeno n Bamiepceraiiny, ocHOBaHHBIE XaHAMH
3onoTtoit Op/ibl MOCENEHHUS SIBISIIINCH, CKOPEE, «K8A3U8OpOmMamuy JUisl MUPOBOW SKOHOMHUYECKON CHCTeE-
MblL. [bpoxens, 2007; Wallerstein, 1974]. Hanuane 10CTaTOUHO «CUTBHBIX JUUHBIX KOHMAKMOS C 81ACH1-
Houl uepapxuet» 3omotoit Opasl u co crpanamu Bennkoro Llenkosoro mytu [CkpxkuHckas, 1971], mo3so-
JIMJIO UM CTaTh B KpaT4allInid CPOK CTaTh LEHTPOM SKOHOMHUYECKUX MPUTSHKEHUH OKPECTHBIX 3€MElb.

Brpouem, Gomnbiryio posib B CTAHOBICHHU 30JI0TOOPIBIHCKHX TOPOJOB CHIIpajl yCTaHOBHBIIHE
OnaronpusiTHbIE MPUPOAHO-KIMMAaTHYeckue yciaoBus. [Io MHEHMIO OTEUECTBEHHBIX HCCIIEIOBaTeNCH
JLH. T'ymunesa u 10.X. ApTioxvHa, 3HAYUTENBHYIO POJIb B 3TOM CHIFPall YCTAHOBUBIIMNCSA Ha OTMETKH
MuHyc -32 — -30 M ypoBeHns Kacniniickoro mopst [Aptioxus, 2010, C. 317, I'ymunes, 1993].

Kak mokazanu AaHHbIE MaJCOKIMMATHYECKHX MCCIICAOBAHUN M MHOTOYHMCICHHBIC HAXOOKH Ha
Hwxneit Bonre n Ceseprnom KaBkase kocTell JECHBIX KMBOTHBIX M NMTHL, TOIY()OCCUIBHON Ha3eMHOM
Maslako(ayHbl, TPEBECHOH 30716, MHOTOUMCIICGHHBIC OCTaTKU OCpecTbl, JEPEBSIHHBIX BEICH, HAKaToB
u nepekpoiTuii [Oncydnes u ap., 196; Ocunsn, URL], ycTaBuBmImiicss KITUMAaT MO3BOJISUT COXPAHSTh Ha
JIOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKOM YpoBHE pactnpoctpanenus B Hmwxaem [loBomkbu ecHbIX MaccuBoB. OIHAKO, 110
MHEHHUIO OTEUECTBCHHBIX YUYCHBIX, B OOJBIIMHCTBE CBOEM, 3TO OBUIM PACIOJIOKCHHBIC BIOJb BOIHBIX
apTepuil, CKIIOHOB BOJOPA3ENIOB U 0asioK, 00JaaBIIne ¢ HU3KUM OOHUTETOM PacTUTEIBHOCTHIO, Oali-
pauHble UM noiMenHslie neca [PrickoB u ap., 2006, C. 60; ®enopos-/laseiioB, 1994].

B wnrore, Hanmuune Onn3 OPABIHCKUX LEHTPOB MOJOOHBIX JIECHBIX MACCHBOB HE TOJBKO YCKOPSIIO
CTPOUTEJICTBO TOPOZIOB, HO, B TO K€ BPEMS, J€NIaJI0 3aBUCUMBIMH (DYHKIIMOHUPOBAHUE ITHX LIEHTPOB
OT KPYNHBIX MOCTABOK Jieca. UTo, B YCIOBHAX yXY[ALICHHE NPUPOTHO-KINMATHIECKUX YCIOBUH MOIJIO
naryOHO CKa3aThCsl Ha XO3HCTBEHHOH ESTEIBbHOCTH OCICIHHX.

[NomuTnueckas crabunmsarust Bo Bropoii noiosuHe XIII B. MoHTronbpCcKO# 1 Boccosnanne BuzaH-
TUHCKOW UMITEPHH, KOHCOJUIAINS BIACTH B caMoM Yiryce /Ikydn XxaHoM Y30eKoM U ero ChiHOM JI)kaHu-
OexomM, (huHaHcoBas pedopma ToxTbl-XxaHa M NPUHITHE HCIaMa B Ka4eCTBE TOCYAapPCTBEHHOHN PEIUTUH
CHocoOCTBOBAJIM BO3HUKHOBEHHUIO B Hadasne X[V B. OONBIIOro Yncia HOBBIX OPABIHCKHX TOPOJOB B pa-
Hee MaJio3acesieHHbIX paiionax Cesepnoro KaBkasa, [IpuBoimkss, 3anagnoit Cubupu, npu4epHOMOpPCKUX
u npukacnuiickux crensx [Eropos, 1985 ; Kpamaposckuit, 1997].

Oxono 1320 r. Havancs pe3kuil nogbeM Kacrnuiickoro mops, [bepr, 1934, C. 20-21; Bapyenko
u ap., 1984, C. 65; Bozuecenckuii A.B., 1927, C. 780] npu onHoBpemMeHHOM mnajeHuu Ha 10-12 me-
TpoB Apainbckoro Mops [BeitnOepre u ap., 1972, C. 86]. BuaumbIM pe3ynsTaToM 3THX COOBITHH CTalo
MOATOIJICHNE KPYIHEHIINX HIKHEBOIDKCKUX TOPOJOB M OCHOBHBIX 30H Bbinaca CesepHoro [Ipukacnus
u [Ipuapanps, celicMuiecKast akTHBHOCTB Ha F0O)KHOM U 3araJHOM nodepexne Kacruiickoro Mopst [ ApTro-
xuH, 2010, C. 318]. [lonoxeHue B 3k0JI0rH4YecKoi cepe ycyryOmnm pe3skoe COKpalmieHue B pe3ysprare
XO3SCTBEHHOH JeATEIbHOCTH Ye0oBeKa OaipadHbIX U TOHMEHHBIX JIECOB C MTOCIEIYIONNM YCKOPEHUEM
npoliecca 3po3uu MeCTHbIX ouB [MABanoB u np., 1997].

Emte oqHuM BaXHBIM (pakTOM MPUPOTHO-KIUMATHICCKUX U3MeHeHnid XIV B., M0 MHEHHUIO OTeue-
CTBEHHBIX MCCIIEAOBATEIICH, HE HALIEIIIECrO JODKHOTO OTPAaXKEHUS! B MICTOPHUECKUX MCTOYHHMKAX, CTa-
Jla TIOCJIeIOBaBIIIAsl 3aTeM MTHOBEHHAs apUAN3alisl OKPECTHBIX CTeNeH u miuockoropuil. Paspasusuine
B KOHIIe 1350-X I'T. MHOTOJIETHSISI 3acyXa CI0COOCTBOBAIA PE3KOMY POCTY CMEPTHOCTH CpPEIIU HACCIICHHS
oT HexBaTku nponutanus [boronenos, 1904, C. 89; bopucenkos u ap., 1983, C. 14].

[maBHBIM UTOTOM BCEX MPUPOIHO-KIMMATHYECKUX U3MeHeHHH X1V B., IO MHEHHIO MHOTUX HCCIIE-
JoBaresniel, crana HayaBmiascs B cepeaune 1340-x rr. BTopas nmanaeMus uyMbl. Ha cerogusimauii neHp
B HAYYHOM Cpe/ie He CYIIECTBYET OJHO3HAYHOW TOYKH 3pEHMS Ha OCHOBHBIC NPUYMHBI BOSHUKHOBEHHE
srugemMun «YepHoit cmepti». Onnu, HaunHast ¢ M. boronenoBa, OCHOBHYIO NMPUYUHY YCMaTpUBAIOT
B cojiHEeuUHOH akTuUBHOCTH [boronenos, 1904, C. 88]. dpyrue, Bcaen 3a akagemukom E.H. ITaBnoBckum



M OTEUECTBEHHBIMH 3IUAECMHUOJIOIaMH, CBA3BIBAIOT C «8038PAMOMY» OCHOBHBIMH HOCHUTEISIMH YyMHBIX
OakTeprii MUTPUPYIOLINX BHIOB I'PHI3yHOB (IIOJEBBIX MBIIIEH U YEPHBIX KPBIC) paHee YTPaueHHbIX B pe-
3yJbTaTe aKTHMBHOW JESATENIbHOCTH YEIOBEKa TEPPUTOPHIA OOMTAHUS M MAaCCOBBIM IMPUTOKOM B HUXKHE-
BOJDKCKHE CTEMH CpeTHEA3NaTCKUX CYCIMKOB M cypkos [IlaBnosckuii, 1964, C. 138].

OmnpeneseHHOCTh B 3TOM BOIIPOCE MPUBHECIH JaHHBIC €BPONEHCKON MCCIe]0BAaTEIbCKON TPYIIIBL.
B pamkax u3y4eHus KIMMaTn4eckux M3MEHEHHH B nepuoa Manoro negaukosoro nepuoga (XIV-XIX Bs.)
B 2013-2014 tr. OBUT IPOBEIEH aHAIHU3 OCAJIOYHBIX ITOPOJ] €BPOTIEHCKON M a3UaTCKOM PaCTUTEIILHOCTH.
B pesynbrate npoBeneHns MccaeJOBaHUN ObUIa MPU3HAHA BedylIas posib KaK B Hadajle SIUAEMUN YyMBbl
tora Poccun u 3anagHoit EBpomnbl, Tak U B OsIBICHUE HOBOH JIETOUHON (hOpMBI 00JI€3HM JTIOKATM30BAaHHO-
ro Omm3 Kacuiickoro Mopsi OorpoMHOT0 3IHuIeMHYecKoro oyara. IMeHHO 13 HEero, HOCpeACTBOM MHUTPU-
PYIOIIMX IPBI3YHOB, OepeT cBoe Hauaso 3HaMeHuTas YepHas cmepts [Schmida et al., 2015].

Takum 00pa3oM, MOXHO 3aKJIIOYMTh, YTO BO3HHMKIIME m3MeHeHMs XIV-XV BB. B mpupoaHo-
sKonornueckoii cpene Hmxnero I1oBomKbsT MMenn Kak OObEKTHBHBIC, TaK U CyOBEKTHBHBIE (DAKTODBI.
K nepBbIM MOXHO OTHECTH, M3MEHEHUS YPOBHEH BOZOEMOB B KaCIIUHCKO-4EPHOMOPCKOM PErHOHE U T10-
CJICZIOBABILCH 3a 3TUM apUAN3aLUs CTEICH, MOATOIIICHNE HU3UH U celicMuYecKast akTuBHOCTh. Ko BTO-
PBIM — aKTHBHAs XO3SHCTBEHHAsl ACATEIBHOCTD, IPUBEALIAs K COKPALLCHUIO JIECHBIX MacCHBOB U Ha-
CTYIUICHHE Ha MPUPOIHBIC SIUIEMHUYECKUE OYart.
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