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Introduction

The 10th BriCs academic Forum, consisting of scholars, think tanks and non-
governmental organizations from Brazil, russia, india, China and south africa, took 
place in Johannesburg, South Africa on 28–31 May 2018. The event was hosted jointly by 
the BriCs Think Tank Council (BTTC) and the south african BriCs Think Tank (saBTT) 
with the support of the south african government and the national institute for the 
humanities and social sciences (nihss) as the saBTT custodian and coordinator.

under south africa’s direction as chair of BriCs, participation at the academic 
Forum was extended to other african countries as part of the africa outreach 
initiative: angola, Burundi, ethiopia, gabon, namibia, uganda, Togo, rwanda and 
senegal accepted invitations. Participants commended the efforts made by China 
during its turn as chair of BriCs to promote BriCs cooperation and suggested 
working together to strengthen the three-wheel-driven areas of economy, peace 
and security, and people-to-people exchanges.

For the final four days of may, Johannesburg became a vibrant intellectual 
capital offering for the academic Forum participants much debate and discussion, 
plenary sessions and side events all united under the theme “envisioning inclusive 
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Development Through a socially responsive economy.” The 2018 academic Forum 
focused on the topics most important for the BriCs group ranging from peace and 
security, energy, gender relations and health to regional integration. The Forum was 
a complete success with broad consensus and submitted a list of recommendations 
for the consideration of the leaders of BriCs.

1. Background of the BRICS Academic Forum

The first meeting of the BriC think tanks was organized in 2009 in new Delhi, 
india, later redesigned as the academic Forum and officially approved in 2010 during 
the BriC countries second summit in Brazil (the “s” in BriCs for south africa was 
added in 2011). The Forum was conceived as a channel for academia and civil society 
with regard to issues related to these five countries. since then, the BriCs academic 
Forum has taken place on a regular basis. over time, the Forum has evolved into 
a broad framework of discussion giving it its significant intellectual integrity.

The core objective of the Forum is to encourage academic and research interest, 
bring together collective knowledge and expertise, and, in this way, shape the 
intellectual remit of intra-BriCs discussions. Today the BriCs academic Forum is an 
annual event preceding the BriCs summit in the host country. at the annual forums 
academicians from the five countries deliberate on issues of crucial importance to 
BriCs, speak on important themes and develop ideas and recommendations.1 The 
academic Forum has become a platform for academicians and researchers in which 
to exchange knowledge and forge closer cooperation for knowledge generation 
and dissemination.

The BriCs academic Forum is an important initiative, as it provides one of the 
channels through which civil society can make explicit its views about relevant issues. 
also, it is a platform where experts and scholars from the academic communities 
of the member countries meet and are engaged in the free exchange of ideas and 
thematic discussions. in this respect, the Forum has three main objectives: (1) to 
deepen collaboration in respect of research of mutual interest; (2) to establish 
networks between the academic and civil communities; and (3) to provide the BriCs 
leaders with a research resource in respect of issues under discussion at the BriCs 
summit. The aim is therefore to encourage academic exchange, strengthen dialogue 
with civil society as well as provide policy advice.

The year 2018 marks the coming of age for the BriCs nations as the start of the 
second golden Decade of BriCs cooperation and solidarity. over the past ten years, 
BriCs (Brazil, russia, india, China and south africa) have intensified their cooperation 
in their political, economic and social agendas. indeed, BriCs represent the explicit 
case of the democratization of the inter-state system and oppose Western and u.s. 

1  observer research Foundation. events (sep. 10, 2018), available at http://www.orfonline.org/research/
brics-academic-forum-2016/.
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dominance of global governance. Keeping this in mind, south africa extended the 
academic Forum participation to the BriCs+ pattern, which positively affected the 
scenario and results of the Forum.

2. Summary of the 10th BRICS Academic Forum

The Forum, which annually brings together top academicians from each of the 
BriCs countries to address some of the developing world’s most pressing socio-
economic challenges and to propose actionable solutions, took place at the sandton 
Convention Centre in Johannesburg from 28 to 31 may 2018.

The Forum theme “envisioning inclusive Development Through a socially 
responsive economy” allowed participants to discuss and elaborate many issues, 
with a focus on the following:

– gender and inequality in BriCs;
– economic prosperity in the 21st century;
– health coverage in BriCs;
– Comprehensive social protection, agriculture and food security in BriCs;
– governance, peace and security;
– BriCs education, scientific and productive sectors;
– education exchange;
– global south knowledge commons;
– energy research in BriCs.
The opening address for the Forum was given by naledi Pandor, the south african 

minister of higher education and Training. Welcoming remarks to the participants were 
offered by ari sitas, Chairperson of saBTT, ivan oliveira, Director of international studies 
of the institute for applied economic research (Brazil), georgy Toloraya, executive 
Director of the russian national Committee on BriCs research (russia), samir saran, 
President of the observer research Foundation (india) and Dong Weihua, Deputy 
secretary general of the China Council for the BriCs Think Tank Cooperation (CCBTC).

The theme of injustice was particularly evident at the second plenary devoted to 
“gender and inequality in BriCs.” as gao hao from the Chinese delegation pointed 
out, inclusivity is beneficial not just for women but for the economy as well. “research 
shows that if gender equality and women’s empowerment are realized in most 
countries, the global gDP bonus will reach 28 trillion dollars,” she said.

The key speakers at the plenary were distinguished researchers and public 
figures – Joana mostafa (economist and civil servant in the government of Brazil, 
and specialist in social policy and gender research at the institute for applied 
economic research), victoria Panova (vice President for international relations 
of the Far eastern Federal university, russia), Tanoubi ngangom (associate fellow 
with the Climate Change and Development initiative, india), gao hao (with the 
international Department all-China Women’s Federation, China), and lulama nare 
(from the Commission for gender equality, south africa).
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victoria Panova highlighted the need for the BriCs group to advance its work 
towards enhancement of the voice and representation of women in order to 
promote an open, inclusive and balanced economic globalization. The russian 
proposal at this session to establish the BriСs Women’s Business Club for professional 
communication of women entrepreneurs was supported by the BriCs partners; 
moreover, participants expressed the necessity of holding such events on a regular 
basis. This shows the deep interest BriCs women have in sharing relevant experiences 
and overcoming challenges together. russia also put forward the idea of establishing 
the BriCs Public-Private Dialogue “Women and economy.”

The opening day sessions were followed by three days of discussion divided into 
eight sessions. The Forum assembled best practices, ideas and suggestions aimed 
at bringing closer together BriCs group cooperation and shared governance. The 
blueprint of session 1 “rethinking economic Prosperity in BriCs, and 21st Century 
manufacturing and Financial initiatives for sustainable Development” was changes 
in the dominant patterns of global trade witnessed in the early 21st century. growth 
in the economic process and political influence of emerging market nations in the 
global arena is a ubiquitous trend in international relations. The researchers argued 
that BriCs have intensified the coordination of their economic, political and social 
agendas, including increased trade. indeed, as mentioned earlier, BriCs call for the 
democratization of the inter-state system and oppose Western and u.s. dominance 
of global governance. Yaroslav lissovolik (managing Director for research and Chief 
economist of the eurasian Development Bank, russia) outlined several trajectories of 
BriCs+ cooperation in the financial sphere. one such area is mutual policy coordination 
with respect to international financial organizations. other promising areas include 
those related to the use of national currencies in cross-country transactions as well 
as the creation of common payment systems encompassing BriCs and their regional 
partners.

The session participants proposed a strategy which may include measures to 
boost trade and investment among BriCs+ (cooperation between the respective 
rTas to create broader scope for the use of national currencies), cooperation between 
development institutions in using national currencies to fund investment and long-
term projects, creation of common payment card systems and common settlement/
payment systems, as well as cooperation in promoting BriCs+ currencies towards 
reserve currency status.

another highlight was the discussion surrounding how universal health coverage 
(uhC) can be achieved in the BriCs countries. That was the focus of session 2 
“Towards universal health Coverage in BriCs.” it began by addressing the elephant 
in the room, which is that the developing world still has a long way to go in terms 
of ending epidemics such as aiDs, tuberculosis (TB) and malaria by 2030.

inclusive development requires a focus on responsive socio-economic policies 
that promote health care and healthy populations. The united nations sustainable 
Development goals (sDgs) situate health as a key feature of human development, 
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emphasizing that social, economic and environmental factors influence good health 
and health inequalities. aquina Thulare, senior technical specialist on health economics 
for national health insurance (nhi) in the national Department of health, south africa, 
proposed that a virtual innovation and Knowledge sharing Platform be developed to 
promote intra-BriCs and inter-sectoral research and development. To achieve universal 
health coverage as agreed in the u.n. 2030 agenda, it is important that systems for 
innovation to improve access to medicines and knowledge-sharing as well as systems 
for monitoring and evaluating progress towards uhC are institutionalized.

session 3 “Comprehensive social Protection, agriculture and Food security in 
BriCs” raised issues of access to water and food in BriCs. insecurity of food and 
unequal distribution of water rights are active drivers of instability and violent 
conflicts. These crises are no less evident in BriCs. studies addressing the crises in 
BriCs are localized, making the articulation of water and food policy for BriCs as 
a body a necessity.

For example, alexandra arkhangelskaya, researcher at the Centre of southern 
african studies, institute for african studies of the russian academy of sciences, 
russia, in her presentation “Comprehensive approach to the social Protection of 
Persons with Disabilities in the BriCs Countries,” argued that BriCs not only put 
forward a new world order, but also set a new stage for social protection. Yet, in the 
middle of global policy dialogues disability care, rights and readiness get little or 
no attention. The emergence of BriCs as an actor in global health governance was 
considered an opportunity to reduce the vulnerability of global health financing 
being dependent on a single source or country.

session 4 “governance, Peace and security” was more than important in the Forum 
agenda because questions of development and solidarity are a crucial heritage for 
BriCs to build upon. at the session, eduardo gomes, Director of the BriCs research 
Center, Brazil, commented on Brazil-China relations within BriCs. georgy Toloraya 
in his presentation “BriCs Peace efforts: steps to new global normality” explained 
the need for remaking an equal world and reducing the moral deficit, and the 
need for the creation of global governance institutes and practices with more just 
representation. “establishing a mechanism to exclude unilateral actions or defiance 
of established norms is vital,” he said. ideally, a new global New Westphalian system 
might be a step forward, not backward, in providing public goods in international 
security and peace preservation.

The session question How to increase BRICS’s role in global governance? was answered 
by proposals to launch the pilot project on BriCs Prevention of Conflicts institution-
Building, which could address not BriCs-related issues, but local conflicts in the “area 
of responsibility” of the BriCs members (africa, Cis, latin america, south asia and east 
asia). also, an official Working group or Conflict Prevention Center might be established 
to review issues upon the request by the parties to the conflict. at some stage “terms of 
reference” for preventive diplomacy may be adopted as guidelines at the official level. 
These efforts should concentrate in areas historically connected to each of the BriCs 
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countries, where conflict parties are reluctant to engage with global conflict-resolution 
institutions (heavily influenced by the usa) or a single “dominating” power.

session 5 “leveraging the Collective strengths of the BriCs education, scientific 
and Productive sectors” was opened by minghao shen (of the institute for 
international strategies, China) who emphasized that the BriCs countries have their 
own characteristics, but they share common aspects including huge development 
potential, a fast economic growth rate, surging growth in the number of college 
students and in the scale of r&D funding as well as the constantly upgrading of their 
industrial structures. in these terms, it is vitally important first to understand the 
relationships between enterprises, universities, research institutes and applications, 
and then resolve problems through the appropriate measures.

Thaiane oliveira (Fluminense Federal university, Brazil) proposed to undertake a study 
on international cooperation between the countries during the last ten years through 
the Dimensions Platform, based on the incidence of co-authoring and co-funding of 
research agencies from the five BriCs countries, highlighting the following points: the 
networks that consolidate the international cooperation among BriCs, the areas that 
emerge from the co-authorship and how research networks have been developed in 
the five strategic areas defined in the Cape Town BriCs statement.

Carla Carvalho (Professor at the geochemistry Department, Fluminense Federal 
university, Brazil) in this context came up with an integrated initiative at her university 
to promote excellence in the training of human resources through courses and scientific 
research development on Climate Change focused on south america. also, a group 
of Brazilian researchers proposed the creation of the saCC graduate Program (south 
america Climate Change – from the past to the future) aimed at the training of national 
and international students, with the focus on regional issues from south america 
(Paleo) Climate Change and comparison with observed changes within ongoing 
studies in asia and africa, where collaborators from the BriCs countries are based.

an important question was posed by russia during the discussion about leveraging 
the collective strengths of the BriCs nations in educational, scientific and productive 
sectors. leonid grigoryev of the russian delegation said that it was critical to ask 
whether we are producing innovations or importing them. Thaiane oliveira from Brazil 
suggested that the BriCs countries might need to invest in more open access platforms 
to improve the visibility of their scientific research. The greater need for building 
collaborations and synergies in the cognitive sciences was emphasized by varun sahni 
from the indian delegation, who pointed out that challenges such as climate change 
and water scarcity cannot be solved by science and technology alone.

echoing the important issue of education, session 6 “advancing BriCs Creative 
Powers for education exchange” discussed the need for the BriCs countries to boost 
education cooperation in different areas of the BriCs countries’ excellence programs.

Boris martynov, head of Department of international relations and Foreign Policy 
of russia at mgimo university, russia, delivered a presentation titled “advancing 
BriCs Creative Power for educational exchange.” he noted that,
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The supreme task is to contribute to the profound transformation of the 
whole of the world politics and economy, which cannot be realized without 
a complex revision of many basic, philosophic problems of modern being and, 
accordingly, without their proper innovations, introduced in the education 
systems of our states.

The esteemed researcher considered the next step in the development of the 
BriCs idea to be the creation of a new education infrastructure which will correspond 
to the new realities.

valeriya gorbacheva (of the institute for african studies of the russian academy 
of sciences, russia) at session 7 “a Case for accessible global south Knowledge 
Commons for Forward-looking and impactful research in the BriCs” explained that 
vibrant academic activity forced the development of public and youth diplomacy 
in the BriCs countries and also gave impetus to important decisions on Track 1: 
establishment of the BriCs network university and the BriCs university league, 
launch of common internet Platforms, development of inter-media cooperation 
among the BriCs countries, increasing educational and academic exchanges, 
extension of engagement between civil society, BriCs sports activities, volunteer 
movements, development of cultural diversity, etc., together with ministerial working 
groups on science, technology and innovation, cybersecurity, e-commerce, the 
environment, energy efficiency, interbank cooperation, and more.

session 8 “energy research in BriCs” described the current state of the generation 
of renewable energy in Brazil, assessing how the development of this sector may 
help Brazil deal with its commitments under the Paris agreement; discussed tools for 
mobilizing greater energy investment and financing in BriCs; debated opportunities 
to cooperate in energy development among the BriCs members and between BriCs 
and africa; and proposed opportunities and policy recommendations to catalyze 
private capital flows within the indian nation.

3. Recommendations of the 10th BRICS Academic Forum

The outcome of the 10th academic Forum was the “recommendations to the 
10th BriCs leaders’ summit,” a document released during the closing ceremony. The 
document included the following recommendations:

1) Joint deep research to ensure that the trade and economic regimes serve to 
create livelihood and job opportunities for all.

2) Further cooperation between the BriCs countries to ensure the multilateral 
trading system meets the new demands of the evolving global trade situation.

3) The establishment of a Forum on Women’s equality.
4) networks of smart manufacturing hubs in the BriCs domain for pooling together 

knowledge, technology and new ideas and for constructing new and interconnected 
economic frontiers.
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5) relevant cooperative initiatives and joint projects that are highly compatible 
with the 2030 agenda for sustainable Development and can serve as important 
impetus to the sustainable development of participating countries.

6) The establishment of an african academy for Development and Beneficiation. 
in this, the BriCs countries and BriCs-related tertiary institutions and experts would 
participate in assisting in the creation and the definition of priorities for such an 
academy.

7) The establishment of a vaccination research Platform to respond to disease 
challenges.

8) The development of a cooperative Food security-Driven msme’s Programme 
which would link agrarian production, small-scale manufacturing and servicing the 
nutritional integrity of our peoples.

9) a “new” revolution integral to the post-school and higher education sectors that 
reinforces synchronized cross-national curricula to facilitate knowledge-sharing and 
collaborative efforts in universities and vocational training institutions in BriCs.

10) a series of initiatives, namely: the creation of (a) the BriCs astrophysics and 
space research scientific Committee, (b) a Joint r&D research Platform and (c) the 
establishment of an advanced-studies international institute on south american, 
african and eurasian social challenges.

11) The launch of the BriCs energy research Platform for joint research to provide 
actual and quality information on key trends in the energy sector.

12) The creation of a BriCs Centre for Policy research on energy, innovation and 
sustainable Development as a flagship project of the BriCs Think Tank, the BriCs 
university system and Departments of energy.

13) The establishment of a BriCs institute of Peace research as a flagship project 
of the BriCs university system.

14) The idea of the creation of a multilateral BriCs research Consortium that should 
be thoroughly discussed within BTTC by the time of the next academic Forum.

The next BriCs academic Forum will be hosted by Brazil in 2018.
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