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1. Introduction 

As it is commonly accepted, human rights are activities, conditions, and freedoms that all human beings are entitled to 

enjoy. However, only the governments are in a position to put in place the domestic laws and policies necessary for protection of 

, nation 

states are considered as both guarantors and violators of human rights [1]. 

involvement. The driving idea behind international human rights law is that it is the states that are in a position to violate individu-

 

As a result, in the post-World War II period, international consensus crystallized around the need to identify the individu-

al rights and freedoms which all governments should respect, and to establish mechanisms 

their human rights obligations and for addressing serious breaches. Thus, national governments cooperated in the establishment of 

the United Nations, the Organization of American States and the Council of Europe, each including among its purposes the ad-

vancement of human rights. So far, the European Court of Human Rights (further referred to as ECoHR), having been established 

within the latter, has been the most discussed body of human rights protection with a multitude of court proceedings every year. 

2. Overview of the ECoHR activity in the field of human rights 

With the view to find which human rights are most often violated it is crucial to give an overview of the ECoHR activity 

and its statistics. 

The ECoHR is an international court set up in 1959. It rules on individual or state applications alleging violations of the civ-

il and political rights set out in the European Convention on Human Rights (further referred to as Convention). As for the Conven-

tion itself, it is an international treaty under which the member states of the Council of Europe (including Russia) promise to secure 

fundamental civil and political rights, not only to their own citizens but also to everyone within their jurisdiction. The Convention, 

which was signed on 4 November 1950 in Rome, entered into force in 1953 [2]. 

Throughout its existence the Court has delivered about 18 000 judgments. Nearly half of the judgments concerned 5 

member states: Turkey (3,095), Italy (2,312), Russia (1,604), Romania (1,113) and Poland (1,070).  

The ECoHR judgments are binding for the countries concerned and have led governments to alter their legislation and 

-law is a powerful living instrument 

for meeting new challenges and consolidating the rule of law and democracy in Europe [3]. It is interesting to note that such case-

law is perfectly acceptable for Russia because interpretations of the Convention are quite broad and include a variety of legal situa-

tions. 


