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Trade associations produce many model contracts. These contracts often provide for the application of a particular con-

tract law. For example, the model contracts issued by both the Grain and Feed Trade Association and the Refined Sugar Associa-

tion, which are widely used in each of these industries, provide for the application of English law. However, these associations have 

also very often established their own dispute resolution center. This means that disputes arising out of such model contracts will 

typically not be resolved through ICC arbitration, but rather by the arbitration center of the relevant trade association. 

law, and thus explain part of the ICC Data, but not all researchers believe in their existence.  

A final factor in the international success of certain contract laws could be that a number of jurisdictions are former colo-

nies of two European countries. As such, their laws will often closely follow the laws of the country that once occupied them. The 

law of the former colonial power will thus be at least familiar to any actor originating from one of these colonies. So it could be 

predicted that those parties would view the law of the former colonial power as not truly foreign, and would thus be happy to pro-

vide for its application. 

The two biggest colonial empires in recent history were the British and the French empires. Part of their legacy has been 

that most of their former colonies have indeed closely followed their legal systems and laws. Former British colonies not only be-

came common law jurisdictions, but also still consider the Common Law as one single set of rules administered from different juris-

dictions. Former French colonies have similarly followed the French model: they became civil law jurisdictions, adopted French 

codes and, for many of them, have cited judgments from French highest courts as authoritative.  

The international attractiveness of both English and French laws could therefore owe a great deal to the fact that many 

countries in the world have laws, which were modeled on either English or French law. Commercial actors from former English or 

French colonies could perceive the law of their former colonial power as not foreign to them, and could thus be more than happy 

to concede its application as a third law. The attraction of the law of the former colonial should logically be strongest when both 

parties would originate from former colonies. But even if one of the parties only was from a former colony, the choice of the law of 

its former colonial power could still be more satisfactory for both parties than the law of origin of any of them. 

The main conclusion to be drawn from this analysis is that English and Swiss laws are around three times more attractive 

to international commercial actors than U.S., French, or German contract laws. 

Thus, we think it would be wise that in the cases, when international partners refuse to apply the Russian legal norms 

and insist on choosing alternative legal systems, we should use the English and Swiss laws since they proved to be the best for such 

needs. 
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